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Hindsight is a wonderful thing. I
read stories in the Bible, and
having read them previously, I
know what is going to happen,
and it can take away some of the
wonder that might otherwise have
been there. If we are not careful,
we might treat the Christmas
story with that sort of attitude.

The Angel Gabriel came to a
young woman, Mary, and told her,
“ Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favour with God. And
behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus. He will
be great and will be called the
Son of the Most High. And the
Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, and he
will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end ” (Luke 1:30-33
(ESV)).

Stop for one minute and  c onsider
those words. What an amazing
thing for Mary to be told, right out
of the blue, as it were. Scripture
tells us that she was “ a virgin
betrothed to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of
David ” (Luke 1:27 (ESV)). I would
liked to have seen her face as
Gabriel spoke to her. I think it
would have been a picture!

Her initial reaction was, “ How will
this be, since I am still a virgin? ”
(Luke 1:34 (ESV)).

Well, God had a plan for Mary.
Matthew tells us that when
Joseph found out that Mary was
expecting, he told him to take her
as his wife, because all this was
to fulfill the prophecy from Isaiah
7:14, “ Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and
they shall call his name
Immanuel ” (Matthew 1:23
(ESV)).

The book of Isaiah was written in
the 8th century BC. So, eight
hundred years before Mary was
born, God had announced to
mankind that this was going to
happen. Amazing!

Mary’s response after Gabriel
had finished speaking was,
“ Behold, I am the servant of the
Lord; let it be to me according to
your word ” (Luke 1:38 (ESV)).
What a woman!

Go back to the scripture, read the
story again. If you feel it is the
“same old, same old,” read it
again, think about it, and see the
wonder of this incredible
narrative.

Colin R. Vine
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Cal����r of Eve��s Thi� Mon��

Wednesday
4th December 1:30 - 4:00 pm

Coffee & Cake to celebrate
our 150 year Anniversary.
Everyone is welcome

Thursday
19th December 6:00 pm

Carols at the Beeches
Nursing Home

Thursday
19th December 7:15 pm

Carol Singing in the streets
around Hebron

Sunday
22nd December 4:30 pm

Carol Service

Wednesday
25th December 11:00 am

Christmas Morning
Service

Tuesday
31st December

New Year’s Eve Party
and Watch-Night Service

2 Weekly Schedule
(*See the panels on the right for

details of speakers)

Sunday
10.00 am -- Breaking of Bread
11.15 am -- Good News Service*
6.15 pm -- Prayer time
6.30 pm -- Evening Service*

Monday
2.30 pm -- Ladies Meeting*
8.00 pm -- Bible Study

Tuesday
10.00 am -- Carpet Bowls
6.00 pm -- Carpet Bowls

Wednesday
10.00 am -- Food Bank
6.00 pm -- Pathfinders**

Thursday
10.00 am -- Coffee and Chat*
(First Thursday of the month only)
7.30 pm -- Midweek Meeting

Friday
10.00 am -- Food Bank
6.00 pm -- Pathos

First Saturday of the Month Only
8.30 am -- Prayer Meeting

** Change to Wednesday from 4
December 2019

Speakers

Just For Fun
(Answers, if you need them, next month)

1. Who was the father of King David?
2. David killed Goliath. What town was Goliath from?
3. When David died, where was he buried?

Answers from November

1.Joshua succeeded Moses as the leader of the Israelites
(Deuteronomy 31:14-23; Joshua 1:1-9 (ESV)).

2.Barnabas, the Son of Encouragement, was also called Joseph
(Acts 4:36 (ESV)).

3.The Sermon on the Mount is in Matthew, chapters 5, 6, and 7.

Good New Service
Sunday Morning -- 11.15 am

1 December -- Family Service
8 December -- Colin Vine -- Acts 13:13-52
15 December -- Graham Edwards -- Acts 14: 1-20
22 December -- TBD

Evening Service
Sunday -- 6.30 pm

1 December -- David Anderson
8 December -- Pete Spence
15 December -- Colin Vine
22 December -- (Carol Service) @ 4:30 pm

Koen Hellendoorn

Ladies Meeting
Monday 2 December-- 2.30 pm

Coffee & Chat
Thursday 5th -- 10.00 am
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A voice cries: In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill made
low;
The uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a
plain.
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see
it together,
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken (Isaiah 40: 3-5).
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